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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please enter tbie following amendments. Amendments have been made to clarify ^ 
claims and address informalities. 

1. (Currently Amended) A metibiod for providing infbimation for selecting a content 
server to a network node associated with a client, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for a response, wherein the request corresponds to a message 
transmitted by a netwodc node associated with a client for selecting a content server, 

providing a response datagram, the response datagram associated with the received 
request, wherein a&e-netwoxk is cozLGigured to aUow transmission of the response datagram onto 
the network without dividing the response datagram into smaller fragments; 

providing multiple response fragments, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
obtained by dividing the response datagram into multiple fragments; and 

transmitting the multiple response fragments to the network node associated with the 
cKent for selecting a content server wherein reception of the multiple response fragments by the 
network node provides information for selecting a content server. 

2. (Original) TTie method of claim 1, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
transmitted between predetermined intervals. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the multiple response fragments are transmitted 
between random intervals. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network node responsible for 
selecting a content server is a local domain name server* 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network node responsible for 
selecting a content server is a server selection system. 

6- (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the request is a Boomerang Control 
Protocol message- 

7, (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the response is a DNS reply, 

8, (Original) The method of daim 1, wherein the multiple response fragments 
conogprise fragments of a DNS reply. 

9, (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
padded with data. 

1 0, (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the data is randomly generated. 
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11. (Original) A method for providing iofimnatioix associated with a network for 
selecting a content server, the method compridng: 

receiving a request from the server selection system for a response message; 
providing a response datagram, the response datagram correspondixig to the response 
message; 

identifying a maYi'miitn transfer unit, wherein the maximum transfer unit is the upper 
bound on the amount of data that can be transfored as a single datagram; 

dividing the response datagram having a $12:0 smaller than the ma xiyntim tr ansfer uni^ into ^ 
multiple fragments , whoroin t^^o or mor e fragpiegits each hav e a $ iz e smaller than th e maxia ^^a 
transfer UB it; 

transmitting the multiple response fragments to the network node associated with the 
client for selecting a content server, wherein receipt of the multiple response fi^igments provides 
infcimation to the server selection system. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the request is a Boomerang Control 
Protocol message- 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the response is a DNS Reply. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the multiple response fragments 
co^^>rise fragments of a DNS reply. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
associated with netwoifc layer length fields and transport layer length fields. 

16- (Original) The method of claim 15, A^^ierein the network layer length fields are 
iocreased while the transport layer length fields are xinmodified* 

17. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the multiple response fragments axe 
padded with data. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the data is randomly generated. 

19. (Original) A method for providing inforaiation to a networic node associated with 
a client, the iodfoxmation provided for selecting a content server from a plurality of content 
servers, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for a response from a server selection system responsible for selecting 
a content server; 

providing a response datagram, the response datagram associated with the received 
request. 

providing multiple response fragments, wherein three or more response fragments have 
different lengths; and 
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tranfimittiDg the multiple response firaginents to the network node associated with the 
client for selectiuD® a codteatxt server wherein receptioix of the multiple respoixse firagmeots by the 
netwoik node provides informadon for selecting a content server. 

20. (Original) A computer program product comprising a machine readable medium 
on which is provided piograim instructions for providing network information to a netwoiic node 
associated with a cKent, the con5)uter program product comprising; 

computer code for receiving a request for a response, wherein the request coiresponds to 
a message transmitted by the netwoik node associated with a client for selecting a content Gerver^ 

computer code for providing a response datagram, the response datagram associated with 
the received request, wherein ajfee-network is configured to allow transmission of the response 
datagram onto the network without dividing the response datagram into smaller fragments; 

computer code for providing multiple response fragments, wherein the multiple response 
fiagments are obtained by dividing Hie response datagram into multiple fragments; and 

computer code for transmitting the multiple response fragments to the network node 
associated with the client for selecting a content server wherein reception of the multiple 
response fragments by the network node provides information for selecting a content server. 

21- (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the request is a 
Boomerang Control Protocol message. 

22. (Original) The comiputer program product of claim 21, wherein the response is a 
DNS reply, 

23. (Ori^bal) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein reception of aU of 
the fragments by the network node provides drop rate infonnation to the network node associated 
with the client 

24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the multiple 
response fragments correspond to network layer length fields and transport layer length fields. 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24, wherein the network layer 
length fields are increased while the transport layer length fields are unmodified. 

26. (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the multiple 
response firagments are padded with data, 

27- (Original) The computer program product of claim 26, wherein the data is 
randomly generated. 

28. (Curreatly Amended) An apparatus for providing network information for 
selecting a content server to a network node associated with a client, the ^paratus comprising: 
memoij^ 
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an ioput mterfece for receiving a request for a response, wherein the request coire^onds 
to a message transmitted by &e network node associated with a client for selecting a content 
SMver; 

one or more processors coupled with the memory, the processors configured to provide a 
te^onse datagram, the response datagram coiresponding to tfie received request, wherein aj^ 
network is configured to allow transmission of the response datagram onto the network without 
dividing the respoxDise datagram into smaller fragments and wherein the processors are further 
configured to provide multiple response fragments, wherein the muhiple response fiagments are 
obtained by dividing the response datagram into multiple fragments; and 

an output interface for transmitting the multiple response fragments to the network node 
associated with the client wherein reception of the multiple response fragments by the network 
node provides information for selecting a content server, 

29. (Original) The ^yparatus of claim 28^ wherein the multiple response fragments are 
transmitted between predetemuned intervals. 

30. The apparatus of claim 28, herein the multiple response fragments are 
transmitted between random intervals. 

31. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the network node associated with 
the cUent is a local domain name server. 

32. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the network ruode 
associated with the client is a server selection svstems vsstem. 

33- (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherdn the request is a Boomerang Control 
Protocol message. 

34. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the response is a DNS Reply. 

35. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the multiple response fragments 
can be reassembled to form a DNS Reply. 

36. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the multiple response fragments 
correspond to network layer length fields and transport layer lejigth fields. 

37. (Original) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein the network layer length fields are 
increased while the transport layer length fields are unmodified. 

38. (Origjjoal) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
padded with data. 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the data is randomly generated, 

40. (Currently Amended) A apparatus for providing information for selecting a 
content server to a network node associated with a client, the apparatus comprising: 
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means for receiving a request for a response, wherein the request corresponds to a 
message transmitted by a network node associated with a client for selecting a content $erver> 

means for providing a response datagram^ tiie response d ata gram associated with the 
received request, wherein §jSae-netwotk is configured to allow transmission of the response 
datagram onto the network without dividing the response datagram into smaller fragments; 

means for providing multiple response ftagments, wherein the. multiple response 
jSragments are obtained by dividing the response datagram into multiple fiagments; and 

means for transmitting the multiple response fr agm ents to the network node associated 
with the client for selecting a conteat server wherein reception of the multiple response 
&agmeats by the network node provides information for selecting a content server. 

41. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the multiple response fragments 
con^ond to network layer length fields and transport layer length fields. 

42. (Original) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the network layer leogth fields are 
increased while the transport layer length fields are unmodified. 

43. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the multiple response fragments are 
padded with data 

44. (Original) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the data is randomly generated. 
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